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The Paddocks, after the old barn was split in two and converted. 
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Introduction by the Chairman  
 

              The Parish of Chestfield is very fortunate in its location, lying on the outskirts of  

               Whitstable on gentle slopes south of Swalecliffe, with easy access to Whitstable,  
               Herne Bay and Canterbury. Major road routes are also nearby via the A 2990. To the 
               North the Parish is bounded by the Thanet to London Railway line, with its own  

               Chestfield and Swalecliffe station. To the south there is a large area of mainly ancient 

                  native woodland, some of which is designated a Sight of Special Scientific Interest.  
             The delightful North Kent Coast is less than a mile away. As will be seen from the 

              results of the questionnaire, the majority of residents appreciate how lucky they  
              are to live in Chestfield and are keen that it should remain as it is, with the  green, 
              tree- lined appearance of the older parts of the Parish,  its large houses and gardens 

              and green open spaces. 
              Lack of community spirit has been a recurring theme in many residentsô comments,  
              let us hope that this might improve in future with the advent of more young families.  
              I would like to thank all members of the Steering Group for their hard work and  

              commitment to the production of this Parish Plan, also Amanda Sparkes of  
              Canterbury City Council, Victoria Lawson of Action for Communities in Rural Kent 
              and Linda Livingstone, Clerk to Chestfield Parish Council, for all their help and 

              advice. I would also like to thank Lind a Wickins of Galleon Promotions for her 
              help in the production of the printed material.  
              

 Sheila Finch                                   



  

Why Have a Parish Plan  

 
Parish Plans were first initiated following a government Rural White Paper  

 

Purpose of Parish Plans  
 

¶ To produce a survey of the local community by the community, highlighting what is good 
and what is bad about living in the area.  

¶ To analyse the results and set out peopleôs views on what changes are needed to improve 

the things that are bad and to maintain those that are good.  
¶ To make the community aware of what is currently available.  

¶ To provide a means of communication between the community and the authorities  
¶ To influence local authorities by providing evidence of what i s most important to people in 

the area. 

¶ To use the survey to produce recommendations for an Action Plan 

 
How the Parish Plan was Produced  
 

Following the interest shown in the talk by Mrs. Kathie Budgen at the 2004 A.G.M., the Parish 
Council decided to form a Steering Group (comprising interested residents and members of the 
P.C.) to produce a Parish Plan for Chestfield. 

 
This Group was formed in September 2004 with the aims and objectives of:  
¶ evaluating assets and ensuring that they are maintained and enhanced where possible, 

¶ representing the views of the whole community,  
¶ identifying areas of need, concern and aspiration, 

¶ providing a basis for action  and a vehicle for partnership with other groups, such as the 
Police, the K.C.C, and the C.C.C.. 

 
With advice from Amanda Sparkes from C.C.C. and Victoria Lawson from Action for Rural 
Communities in Kent, a questionnaire was drawn up to obtain opinions of the residents.   

Questionnaires were delivered by hand to all households, 1317 in total, during November 2004 
and collected a few days later. 641 (approximately 49%) responses were received. Computer 
experts on the Steering Group then collated the numerical data and devised a suitable spread 

sheet for the narrative data. These results were displayed at a Parish Plan Open Day on 7th.May 
2005, held in the Swalecliffe and Chestfield W.I. Hall. 124 residents attended showing considerable 
interest in the presentation and their views were noted. They also completed a questionnaire on 

how they would allocate an imaginary  sum of money to be spent in Chestfield. 

 
Recommendations for an Action Plan were then produced, based on the results of the 

questionnaires, with a view to carrying out the wishes of the residents where possible. Finally the 
Parish Plan was printed and distributed to all residents and to relevant authorities, to be used for 
reference purposes and when applying for funds for future projects.  

 
The current work is funded by grants received from Canterbury City Councilôs  óCan Do Fundô, Kent 
County Councilôs Small Grants Fund (Courtesy of Councillor Mike Harrison), Chestfield Parish 

Council and a few donations from individuals. To all these people the Steering Group is extremely 
grateful. 

 

 
The Bishopôs Crosier represents Odo,Bishop of Bayieux to whom the manor 
belonged at the time of the Doomsday Survey. The four stars represent the 
four farms,which historically made up th e manor i.e. Chestfield, Bodkin, 

Highgate and Bolsar Street 
 



  

The History of Chestfield  

There has been a settlement here in Chestfield since pre-historic times - beside the brook which 
runs into the sea at Long Rock. We have relics of Neolithic, Iron Age and Roman occupation. The 

latter indicating a field system.  

Our parish church of St John the Baptist records the names of rectors since 1296 and the 

Chestfield Manor Farmhouse and adjacent barns are also of ancient origin, although much altered 
over the years. Probably the best known family to have owned the Manor were the Ropers of 
Canterbury. Margaret Roper married Thomas Moore who was beheaded upon the orders of King 

Henry VIII and later - much later - canonised. 

The twentieth century found the parish little changed from Tudor days - a scattering of farms and 

workers cottages.  

At the outbreak of the first World War the total populati on of the parish amounted to no more 
than 120 souls. Of these, twenty were lost in the conflict - a large proportion of the able bodied 

menfolk. Their names are recorded on a memorial in St Johns Church. 

During the inter -war years a bungalow estate was developed at the Swalecliffe end of the parish 

and a mock Tudor housing estate was built in Chestfield. Meanwhile the railway and Coastal road 
tended to divide the community as never before.  

At the beginning of World War II many families left the district fea ring a German invasion of the 
coast. The Battle of Britain was fought in the skies above our heads. We lost to enemy action Max 
Williams our Air Raid Warden and Sidney Paget our Church sidesman. Most able bodied young 

men were called up. Some of the troops who were billeted here married local girls.  

Although sharing with Swalecliffe many institutions, such as Church, Community Centre, Schools, 

Railway Station and Women's Institute, Chestfield has developed as a separate entity. The Parish 
Council, Chestfield Society, Golf and Cricket Clubs etc tend to reinforce the distinctive 'feel' of the 
place. 

Genuine historic landmarks have a habit of being overlooked among the mock tudor properties 
and converted 'tythe' barns; but they are there. The sheep dip in the R idgeway, the Oast Houses, 

Reeves Green where the hunt once met and shepherdôs cottages that were old when the earliest 
photographs were taken. 

Road names give clues to their connections. The Drive and Polo Way are good examples. 
Gardeners digging below recently introduced topsoil may well find relics of former times: horse 
shoes, clay smoking pipes, wartime bullets, even ancient flint tools. Oh yes, Chestfield has a story 

to tell which goes back beyond the mists of time.                                                                      
Tony Blake  - June 2005 

 

 

 

Reeves Green - Molehill Road 


